
 

 

     The smells and sounds of a new school 
year bring it all back to me:  more than twenty
-five years ago, I was an elementary school 
student on this same campus.  I played on 
these playgrounds, waited for my mother un-
der the Camellia bush by the front office, and 
(thank you, Mrs. Willis) enjoyed some of the 
same teachers.  In high school, I worked as an 
assistant for the after-school childcare, and 
washed a lot of toddler dishes.  My husband, 
Seth, also attended elementary school here.  
And now, my own daughters attend the Child 

Development Center.  Three Rivers Christian School has been a 
part of my life for nearly as long as I can remember, so it’s a great 
thrill to me to be working here again. 
     For the 2009-2010 school year, it’s going to be my primary goal 
to increase awareness of our school.  We’ll be hosting regular 
“Foundation Tours” of our campuses to invite the public to view 
our mission “up close and personal.”  This is also the year to reig-
nite the mission to build a new school building.  While the econ-
omy of the past few years has put things on hold, I think we can all 
see better times ahead. 
     “Educating for Eternity” is a concise mission statement that 
carries so much weight.  TRCS isn’t just a private school, it’s a 
ministry that focuses on the mental, spiritual, and physical founda-
tions (the head, heart and hands) of our children, and believes 
strongly in helping them shine their lights in the world. 
     I’m amazed at the support structure in this school.  From the 
bevy of parent volunteers to the highly-trained, highly-educated 
teachers for whom this job is a true mission, everyone here is truly 
reaching and working to grow from this great foundation.  I look 
forward to seeing where we can build from here! 
    - Erin Hart 
 
Do you have questions or comment for me?  Please feel free to reach me 
at the school (360-423-4510) or by e-mail at ehart@3riversschool.net.  
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     Are you an alumni, curious about what your former school is up to?  A parent 
who’d like to get the ‘bigger picture’ of the school mission?  Or are you just wonder-
ing what goes on at TRCS?  Please join us for a “Foundation Tour,” an obligation-
free, 45 minute tour of our facilities, where we share with you how TRCS works to 
transform the heads, hearts and hands of our students.  Tours are offered on both cam-
puses on rotating dates and are limited to twelve participants.  Please call (360) 423-
4510 to set up your tour date today. 

September 8 - October 2:  Entertainment Book 
Sales 
Entertainment Coupon Books are being sent home 
with all students.  For $20, these books offer   
thousands of dollars in savings to local area   
businesses.  Want to pick up a few extras to sell?  
Drop by the school office! 
 
September 18 - 19:  Retreat (Jr./Sr. High) 
This unifying event for our upper level student 
body focuses on having fun, worshipping, and   
developing as a Christian. 
 
September 26:  Golf Tournament 
Please contact Carol at the High School (636-
1600) if you would like to sponsor or play in this 
great event.  Cost to play is only $60 (includes 18 
holes, cart, lunch and prizes).   Hole sponsorships 
are available for $100. 
 
October:  Child Development Center Gift Wrap 
Sales 
Stock up on your gift wrap supplies just in time for 
the holiday — and raise money for the school! 
 
The “Storehouse Rewards” and “Blue Moon 
Auction” fundraising events have both been put 
on hold until further notice. 



 

 

     School has started with a SPRINT!   Our 
“Back-to-School” BBQ was well-attended and a 
big success — good food and fellowship!  Our 
enrollment is down a little, but the students are 
excited to be back and doing well during this 
“honeymoon” stage.  The TRCS Booster Club is 
winding up their cookie-dough sale.                
Unfortunately, the economic times are having an 
impact on our fundraising efforts, and it brought 
in about half of last year’s effort.  This week   
students are participating in “SPIRIT WEEK.”  
That means a week of special dress-up days and 

activities.  The week will culminate in our all-school retreat on 
Friday and Saturday at Camp Bethel near Hoquiam.  This has     
always been a great event with wonderful food prepared by Pam 
Hayes and great speakers and fellowship during the two days.  The 
high school volleyball team has had some great wins on the road 
to begin their season.  The middle school teams start this week with 
a home match that begins at 3:30 p.m.  You are encouraged to 
come out and support the teams.  Our annual TRCS Golf       
Tournament will be held at Three Rivers Golf Course on Saturday, 
September 26.  There is still time to call the school office, 636-1600, 
if you would like to sponsor a hole or enter a four-man team.  Our 
staff is preparing to attend the ACSI Conference in Portland on 
October 1 & 2 as part of their professional development.            
Remember, there will be no school on those two days.  It is busy, 
busy, busy! 

     Three Rivers Christian 
School is now on Facebook 
and Twitter!  Join up at 
www.facebook.com and 
www.twitter.com — you can 
track school events and keep 
in touch with your TRCS 
friends.  On Facebook, you can find us at “Three 
Rivers Christian School.”  Our Twitter username is 
“TRCS Longview.”  We were connected with over 
100 fans on Facebook in our first week! 
     Perhaps you’re new to these social networking 
venues and wondering, “What are these and why 
should I care?”  Facebook is an online networking 
site that allows you to set up a profile and socially 
connect with others who have set up profiles.  
Twitter is a cell-phone-based text-messaging net-
work that allows for quick (less than 90 letter) mes-
sages to be instantly sent and received within a net-
work.  (We’ll be able to “tweet” you about snow 
days!)  Please take a minute to sign up and help us 
use these great “tech” tools! 

 
     Are you interested in helping to get the word out 
about our school?  Do you have fresh ideas for fund-
raising and advertising?  Please join our Marketing Task 
Force!  We’ll be tackling these issues and more as we 
start the 2009-2010 school year.  We’ll meet on the sec-
ond Monday of every month in Erin Hart’s office 
(above the gymnasium).  Please join us, or call the 
school for more information! 

     Last spring, fifth grader Natalie 
Brown won first place in the Junior 
Olympic 10 & 11 year-old girls tourna-
ment for soccer at our school.  The 
contest consisted of a timed run using 
dribbling and shooting skills.  She then 
attended and won at the regional level.  
Because of her low time, she was se-
lected as Washington State’s only par-
ticipant for a trip to the San Diego Nationals last July.  
She was the youngest girl in the 10 & 11 year-olds and 
placed third.  Natalie and her family have many exciting 
tales of going to the San Diego Zoo, eating out, a gigantic 
playland, a huge medal, receiving all kinds of sports 
equipment, and meeting Olympians like soccer star Cobi 
Jones.  Congratulations, Natalie! (submitted by Pat Palmer) 

     The TRCS Varsity Volleyball Team has been busy 
winning!  On September 9th, they won the Volleyball 
Jamboree, and on September 10th, they beat White Pass 
in five highly contested games.  They are mentioned as 
one of the top teams to watch in the 1B classification.  
Go EAGLES! 
Future Game Dates: 
September 22:   
Middle School - Coweeman at TRCS 7A 3:30, 7B fol-
lows High School  - State Deaf at TRCS 7 p.m. 
September 24: 
Middle School - at Huntington - 7A 3:30, 7B follows 
High School - at Seton 7 p.m. 
September 29: 
Middle School - Monticello at TRCS - 7A 3:30, 7B fol-
lows 
High School - at Morton - JV 5:45, Varsity 7 p.m. 
 
For more information, please contact Athletic Director Randy    
Lemiere at the High School Campus, 636-1600. 

Wayne Hayes 
Junior/Senior 
High Principal  



 

       
     “Pick a job that you love, and you’ll never work a day in your life.”  That was the advice that Celeste 
Woodman’s father gave her when she was trying to settle on a career path.  “I came from a 
family of teachers and nurses,” Celeste says, explaining why those seemed like the two most 
natural choices for her.  It’s to the benefit of TRCS that she chose teaching as her career field 
— she’s been with the school for 19 years as a first grade teacher. 
     Celeste holds a B.S. in Biblical Education, a B.S. in Elementary Education, and a Masters in 
English as a Second Language, but one of her most formative experiences as a teacher        
occurred when she spent a year abroad teaching in Budapest, Hungary.  “I’ve always had a 
heart for missions,” Celeste explains.  “One day I shared with my first graders that I thought 
maybe God was leading me to go teach in Hungary, and I asked if they would pray for me.  
The next day, one of my kid’s parents came and told me her husband was Hungarian, and they 
could give me their frequent flier miles.  It was an instant green light.”  Even her students   
supported her, each bringing $1 a month to help with the costs of the trip. 
     She taught at the International Christian School of Budapest.  “I taught Hungarian kids, 
American missionary kids — even the child of a Korean missionary.  She was a Korean-
speaking child in Hungary taking an English-speaking class!”  At the time, Hungary had just become a Socialist Republic, 
so basic services were still in a state of flux.      Mission trips to nearby Albania and Romania were “chaos,” Celeste says.  
“There was no garbage pick-up.  Carcasses from the butcher littered the street.”   
     “My worldview changed,” she says.  “Everyone should go and live in a second or third-world country.  You learn to 
appreciate what you have, and you realize that people from other countries are just people — God loves them all.” 
     As the youngest of eight children, Celeste enjoyed growing up with a large family.  “I always wanted to get married and 
have kids, but the right guy never came knocking at my door,” she says.  Instead, God has blessed her with a family 
through adoption.  Two and half years ago, she adopted David, 6, and Jaylynn, 8.  “When the Holy Spirit spoke to my 
heart, it was clear,” explains Celeste. “I’d taught a lot of foster kids and adopted kids.  I love children, and I thought, ‘If 
this is God’s will, I can do this.’ So, after much prayer, I bought a small house, fixed it up, and went through the ‘Foster 
to Adopt’ program.”   
     Like many of the teachers at TRCS, Celeste taught in the public schools before coming here.  “I feel like TRCS is the 
best of both worlds.  We have excellence in education, but we also have a love that goes beyond ourselves.  We can share 
God’s love, and that’s just  powerful.” 

Celeste Woodman 
First Grade Teacher 

     Our purpose is to honor God in all that we do as we  
provide a safe, secure and loving environment for your child.  
Our  academic philosophy is that “play is the work of      
children” and that through play they will learn new concepts, 
make exciting discoveries, acquire good skills, and under-
stand that God loves them unconditionally.  As a staff, we 
are committed to this philosophy and as Director, I am   
committed to be available for both staff and families to   
assure that this will be a successful year for each child       
enrolled in our school and center.  Please feel free to contact 
me when you have any questions, concerns or praises for 

what we are doing. — Debra Zandi 
�i �� Please take a look daily in your child’s backpack to see what creations 

they have made during their time with us! 
�i �� We have adopted a “SAFETY FIRST” motto for our school year.  We 

are asking parents to use the front doors of our center when needing 
access to rooms or offices of our main building.  We also encourage  
visitors to check in at the front reception area. 

Debra Zandi 
CDC Director 

Reminder:  The school will 
be closed October 1st & 
2nd for ACSI Conferences.  
The Child Development 
Center will remain open. 

     Only $25 a month 
will make a welcome 
contribution and help 
“Bridge the Gap” for 
many of our school families who struggle 
to make their monthly tuition payments.  
Please contact our school office at 423-
4510 for more details.  Your support can 
make a difference! 
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Are you able to do a little something extra for our school?  Below is a list of  
items needed by Three Rivers Christian School.  Please let us know if you have 
something to donate, or if you are able to purchase an item for the school. 

�i �� Computers and printers, computer speakers 
�i �� Doormats for outside the classroom doors 
�i �� Educational software (including older versions to work on older computers!) 
�i �� ELMO projection units 
�i �� Toys for the Child Development Center 
�i �� Wooden puzzles 
�i �� Playground equipment 
�i �� Televisions, VCRs, DVD players 
�i �� Gymnasium Athletic Mats 
�i �� GPS units for the Geocaching Club 
�i �� “Chimettes” for the music program 
�i �� Christian/classical music CDs 


